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Dear Sir/Madam

Re: TR010054- M54 to M6 Link Road
User Code: 20025388

Please find attached our response to the ExQ2 for the above NSIP and our letter
confirming no significant effect on European protected sites as part of hearing action
point 6.

Kind regards

Ms Gillian Driver

Lead Adviser

Planning for a Better Environment — West Midlands Team

Natural England, Worcester County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester, WR5 2NP

Follow the West Midlands team on Twitter - @NE_WestMids
www.gov.uk/natural-england

Thriving Nature

for people and planet ENCLAKD

During the current coronavirus situation, Natural England staff are working
remotely to provide our services and support our customers and stakeholders.
All offices and our Mail Hub are closed, so please send any documents by email
or contact us by phone or email to let us know how we can help you. See the
latest news on the coronavirus at http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus and Natural
England’s regularly updated operational update at
https://lwww.gov.uk/government/news/operational-update-covid-19 .

Stay at home, protect the NHS, save lives

In an effort to reduce Natural England's carbon footprint | will, wherever possible, avoid
travelling to meetings and attend via audio, video or web conferencing.

Natural England offers two chargeable services — The Discretionary Advice
Service (DAS) provides pre-application, pre-determination and post-consent
advice on proposals to developers and consultants as well as pre-licensing
species advice and pre-assent and consent advice. The Pre-submission
Screening Service (PSS) provides advice for protected species mitigation licence
applications.

These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental
considerations at an early stage of project development, reduce uncertainty,
reduce the risk of delay and added cost at a later stage, whilst securing good
results for the natural environment.
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Date: 08 January 2021
Our ref:  14042/335493
Your ref: M54 to M5 Link Road Project — TR010054

National Infrastructure Planning
The Planning Inspectorate Hombeam House

M54toM6LinkRoad @planninginspectorate.gov.uk Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe

BY EMAIL ONLY Cheshire
CW1 6GJ

Customer Services

T 0300 060 3900

Planning Inspectorate Reference: TR010054
User Code: 20025388
Dear Sir/Madam

NSIP: M54 to M6 Link Road - TR010054- Further written Questions and requests for
information (ExQ2)

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Natural England has considered the further written questions issued on the 4 December 2020 and
finds a series of questions either directly requiring a response from ourselves or requiring a
response as an interested party. Our responses are provided in the table overleaf.

We understand that the deadline for responses is 8 January 2021.

If you have any queries relating to the advice in this letter please contact me at the details below.

Yours sincerely
f///%z/( Driver

Ms Gillian Driver
Lead Adviser
Land use planning — West Midlands Area Team
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Table of NE Responses to Further Written Questions

Question
reference

‘ Question

‘ Natural England’s Response

the Applicant considers that NE is
requesting an ‘in combination’
assessment for Priority habitats. Is this in
fact correct? (b) If so, could the NE please
explain under what policy indication or
legal obligation should such an

ExQ2.0 General and cross-topic guestions
The effects of the Proposed Development
In its response to ExQ1.0.6 [REP1-036] a) We agree, where the effects are
the Applicant has set out what it considers relevant to our remit, with the list of
ExQ2.2.0.1 | to be the main benefits and adverse benefits and adverse effects listed
effects of the Proposed Development. in the Applicant’s response to
(a) Do the Interested Parties agree with ExQ1.0.6 [REP1-036].
these lists?
(b) If not, please set out what you
consider them to be, and provide
justification for your view.
Please note: This question does not relate
to issues of Compulsory Acquisition or
Temporary Possession and responses
should not address these matters.
ExQ2.3 Biodiversity, Ecology and Natural Environment (including Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA))
Effects on ancient woodland from nitrogen deposition
ExQ2.2.3.3 | (a) Do Natural England and the We are not aware of any set mitigation/
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust consider that compensation for nitrogen deposition
the 1:1 ratio for planting of replacement impacts on ancient woodlands. Tree
woodland habitat to compensate for the planting can be used to buffer
effects on ancient woodland from nitrogen | woodland as this will capture some of
deposition (see paragraphs 2.4.10 and the nitrogen. Other possible
2.4.11 of the document entitled mitigation/compensation measures
Environmental Mitigation Approach include improving/restoring or
[REP1-057]) is appropriate? (b) If not, can | managing the ancient woodland
you please explain why, and what other affected or other ancient woodlands,
metric should be used? planting new native woodland,
connecting fragmented woodland.
Based on what is proposed, the
potential impacts, the order limits and
the mitigation already proposed, the
options to mitigate and compensate for
impacts from nitrogen deposition within
the order limits are limited and
therefore we consider the proposed
compensation appropriate for this
scheme.
Effects on Priority Habitats
ExQ2.2.3.8 | (a) In the draft SoCG with NE [REP1-028] | Our comments relating to in-

combination in the draft SoCG [REP1-
028] related to the ancient woodland
which is also a priority habitat.
Furthermore Highways England have
confirmed that the traffic data issued in
their air quality assessment takes into
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assessment be made. (c) If not, could NE
please indicate in greater detail the
concerns that it is seeking to make.

account traffic flows associated with
‘reasonably foreseeable’
developments. As such anin
combination assessment has
essentially already been conducted.

Veteran Trees

ExQ2.2.3.9 | Could the parties ensure that agreement The latest version of the Statement of
or otherwise that all veteran trees are Common Ground between ourselves
identified in the documentation is recorded | and Highways England includes a
in the relevant Statements of Common record of agreement of the
Ground. identification of veteran trees.
ExQ2.5 Draft Development Consent Order (DCO) [APP-018]
Schedule 2, Requirements 4 and 5
ExQ2.2.5.6 | In its response at D2 in relation to Mitigation measures for soil storage

ExQ1.5.39 [REP2-009], the Applicant
indicates that Natural England is content
with the mitigation measures relating to
soil storage. Could Natural England
confirm its position.

— we are content with what is proposed
by the applicant.

Allocating soils to different end uses

— we are content that soils for re-use
will be appropriately protected during
the construction of the Scheme, with
the exception of those soils stripped for
the creation of species rich grassland
which is still under discussion.
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Date: 08 January 2021
Our ref:  14042/335493
Your ref: M54 to M5 Link Road Project — TR010054

National Infrastructure Planning
The Planning Inspectorate Hombeam House

M54toM6LinkRoad @planninginspectorate.gov.uk Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe

BY EMAIL ONLY Cheshire
CW1 6GJ

Customer Services

T 0300 060 3900

Planning Inspectorate Reference: TR010054
User Code: 20025388
Dear Sir/Madam

NSIP: M54 to M6 Link Road - TR010054- Hearing action point 6- Letter from Natural England
confirming no significant effect on SAC

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Natural England has seen the draft revised Highways England Habitats Regulation Assessment
Report dated December 2020 and notes that it has screened the proposal to check for the likelihood
of significant effects on European protected sites.

The assessment concludes that the proposal can be screened out from further stages of
assessment because significant effects are unlikely to occur, either alone or in combination. On the
basis of the information provided, Natural England concurs with this view.

If you have any queries relating to the advice in this letter please contact me at the details below.

Yours sincerely
f///%z/( Driver

Ms Gillian Driver
Lead Adviser
Land use planning — West Midlands Area Team
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This message has been sent using TLS 1.2 This email and any attachments is intended for
the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to use,
disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender.
Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses
whilst within the Natural England systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left
our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be monitored and/or
recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.





